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persons “having a major agricultural in-
terest.” ;

“The fact is,” he sald, “they're not what
they say they are. Anybody—whoever he
is and wherever he lives—can join the Farm
Bureau by buying their insurance. The Farm
Bureau has repeatedly refused to publicize
a breakdown of its membership. The reason
is obvious. By deliberately misrepresenting
itself to the Government, I believe they have
forfeited their tax-exempt status. Further-
more, the Farm Bureau is engaged in money-
making business. activities which they have
no right to engage in as a tax-exempt
organization.”

Mr. Resnlck said, “the operation of this
complex financial empire, much of which
is tax-exempt, and therefore paid for by
the American people, must be investigated
by the Internal Revenue Service, I have asked
for the answers to 18 specific questions. For
example, can &a tax-exempt organization
legally own or operate corporations whose
funds contribute to political and lobbying
activities? Is a tax-exempt organization per-
mitted to operate a commercial organization
in competition with tax-paying private com-
panies? Can the Farm Bureau be legitimately
consldered an agricultural organization,
since a substantial part—probably a major
portion—of its membership does not consist
of farmers or persons having any agricultural
interests?”

' JuLy 14, 19867.
Congressman Joseph Y. Resnick today
predicted that the American Farm Bureau
Federation will try to block publication of
the hearings of the House Agriculture Com-
mittee’s Subcommittee on Rural Develop-
ment, of which Mr. Resnick is Chairman.
The New York Democrat said that he based
his prediction on a letter from American
Farm Bureau Secretary-Treasurer Roger
Fleming, a copy of which was sent fo every
member of the House Agriculture Commit-
tee. Resnick charges this letter is{“a blue-
print for Agriculture Committee :{;:tion to
silence me and prevent further reyelations
about the Farm Bureau.” H
Congressman Resnick said, “The le}itter says
‘It has been suggested that the hearings be
terminated forthwith and the reportof the
Subcommittee’s hearings not be publighed.
‘What it fails to mention is that it is the Farm,
Bureau that is dolng the suggesting shpce
this ldea never existed until 1t came up 4n
thelr letter.” 5
“As a member of the Committee who re-:

ceived a copy of this letter, I was offended to ~

find myself being told by this powerful lobby
how to think and how to act,”’ Resnick con-
tinued. “Now that the first aim of the Farm
Bureau, the Committee Resolution against
me, has been achieved, they will now con-
centrate on their next goal of squelching the
Committee Report.

“This, of course, would serve the broader
interests of the arch-conservative Farm Bu-
reau, since the Committee hearings which
went on for five weeks, were devoted to a
study of living conditions in Rural America.
The Farm Bureau has consistently opposed
all progressive legislation in this field and,
according to its own statement to the Sub-
committee, violently opposes all federal leg-
islation intended to alleviate poverty, pro-
mote better health, and improve education
in our rural areas,” he said.

This 1s the same letter in which Fleming
called for the Agriculture Committee to-
adopt a resolution disassociating itself from
charges made by Resnick during recent hear-
ings of the Rural Development Subcommit-
tee. Forty-eight hours after receiving the
letter, the Committee, in a highly unusual
action, voted in closed session to adopt such
‘& resolution.

As evidence for his charges, Resnick cited
the sequence of events and the “striking”
simlilarity of language between the Farm Bu-

reau’s letter and that of the Subcommittee's
statement recommending addption of <the
resolution. 3

He sald that the letter, whidh was dated
Friday, July 7th was received by all Com-
mittee members on Monday, July 10th. Res-
nick stated that the letter gave the Commit-
tee a choice, either to conduct h full com-
mittee investigation, or to, disown the
charges which he made.

“Since the committee membersjare mostly
Farm Bureau members, they weje not anx-
ious to conduct any investigatign, and so,
following the Farm Bureau’s scrifft, they took
the other option,” he said.

The Subcommittee met 24 hoyrs later and
issued a statement recommendjng adoption
of the resolution, ‘“the wordihg of which
closely resembles the wording fn the letter,”
Resnick pointed out. The fyll Agriculture
Committee met Tuesday a. adopted the
resolution.

The Farm Bureau’s lettef urges that the
Committee “clear the recfrd by adopting a
resolution in which it/disassociates itself

. from the attacks on Fagrm Bureau made by

Subcommittee Chalrmian Resnick and by
making known to.fhe public at an early
date its dispositigM of this matter.”

The Subco: ittee statement says, "“We
sincerely feelthat the membership of the
House as well as the general public should
fully clearly understand our position
in hefeby disassociating ourselves, as mem-
hefs of the Rural Development Subcommit-
tee such unwarranted and irrelevant charges
against the American Farm Bureau Federa-
tion.”

Fleming's letter also charged that Mr. Res-
nick was carrying out a personal vendetta
agalnst the Farm Bureau.

“This was the first time that the concept
of a personal attack was even mentioned,”
Resnick sald, “and all of a sudden, there
it is in the resolution, ‘The committee on
Agriculture of the United States House of
Representatives does in no manner endorse,
condone, or support the personal attack
launched by the Chairman of the Subcom-
mittee on Rural Development upon the
American Farm Bureau Federation,” How in
the world can anyone consider an attack on
a multi-billion dollar national corporation
as personal? It's just a little ridiculous.”

Since beginning his investigation of Farm
Bureau financial activities on June 21st, Con-
gressman Resnick has so far uncovered a
network of 52 insurance companies, with
interlocking directorates, whose total assets

- exceed $1 billlon and whose insurance-in-
“force exceeds $10 billion.

~This 18 In addition to a wide range of
other business activities, many of which are
tax exempt, including oil refineries, LP gas
manufacturing companies, grain storage op-
erations, fertilizer industries, shopping cen-
ters and other commercial activities.

A RESOLUTION PROPOSING AN
AMENDMENT TO THE CONSTITU-
TION PROVIDING A 4-YEAR
TERM FOR MEMBERS OF THE
HOUSE

The SPEAKER pro {empore (Mr. AL~
BERT) . Under previous or'ﬂ%r of the House,
the gentleman from New Yark [Mr. HAL~
PERN] is recognized for 20 mifutes. -

Mr. HALPERN. Mr. Speaker, today I
am introducing a resolution proposing an
amendment to the Constitution provid-
ing a 4-year term for Members of the
House.

Elections would be held in even-num-
bered years, with one-half of each State’s
delegation running for office in presi-
dential election years, and the other half
in so-called off years.

Tig e
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The amendment would also prohibit
Members from seeking or accepting nom=-
ination to any other elective office while
serving in this House.

The responsibilities which Members of
this House are given to discharge con- .
tinue to grow greater, As the years go by,
the volume of legislation and the com-
plexity of the problems faced by Members
continue to increase.

More hours must be spent on the floor
and in committee, and the 4- or 5-
month session is a thing of the past.
Being a Congressman is no longer a part-
time job, and we can discern a similar
trend in our State legislatures.

At the same time, the demands of
seeking and retaining office, as distinet
from legislative duties, are increasingly
preempting the individual Member’s
time and energy.

Methods of campaigning become more
sophisticated and more time consuming.
Election pressures prompt constant com-
muting to the distriet during the entire
sesslon for speeches, appearances at
functions of all kinds and perpetual
fence mending.

It becomes all too clear that the de-
mands of maintaining office within a 2-
year cycle are disrupting our prime legis-
lative function.

The practicalities of the present sys-
tem demand that almost as soon as a
Member is elected, he must start plan-
ning for his next campaign., Campaign-
ing occupies many months of the second
year of a 2-year term, and if a Member
faces a primary contest in the spring,
almost all of the second year i5 taken up
with politicking. "

The challenge to survival and the
many diversions demanded by political
activity become, for most of us, a eyclical
repetition of enormous strain, which is
seriously affecting the exercise of ef-
fective legislative action.

I do not for a moment mean to suggest
that the dutjes in the district are not part
and parcel of a Congressman’s major
functions. But I do stress the fact that
the people we represent are short
changed when the necessities of politi-
cal survival hamper good government.

The entire Nation would benefit from
a 4-year term. It would mean that a Con-
gressman could get down to the business
of government, without being foreed to
campaign for almost half of his term.

Another important aspect of the ques-
tion is the fact that the costs of cam-
paigning are reaching a point of ab-
surdity, and most of us must make in-
creasing outlays of cash to overcome fre-
quent opposition.

Some time ago, U.S. News & World
Report estimated that the average cost
of an individual congressional campaign
was $75,000. T doubt if we can hope that
cost will decrease in the future,

It is my feeling that many capable cit-
Izens are discouraged from entering
political life because the financial de-
mands are prohibitive.

The sad consequence of this is a per-
petuation of a climate of political eyni-
cism, and the discouragement of fresh
new blood from seeking office.

I should also add that I have seen
Member after Member leave the House
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after a period of service because they
could no longer take the pressures and
expenses of campaigning every 2 years,
We have lost some mighty fine Con-
gressmen that way.

I have also concluded that ithe 2-year
term is one of the elements which indi-
rectly limit the ability of Representa-
tives to fulfil a more decisive role in
national affairs. :

This has a bearing on the influence
and power of the House itself as witness
the fact that there have been complaints
lately that the legislative branch has lost
initiative to the executive. This evolution
endangers the traditional balance of
Federal power.

Such a trend s understandable, con-
sidering the global responsibilities which
have devolved upon the United States in
the past generation.

Nevertheless, I inslst it is still true
that Congress can wield powerful lever-
age if the administration lacks a man-
ageable majority on Capitol Hill.

But, if we are to fulfill a meaningful
function in the process of lawmaking,
this House must have continuity. Lead-
ership can never be intelligenfly exer-
clsed without it, and the possibility of
change every 2 years surely limits con-
tinuity. :

It is clear to me that if the House is
to ecarry out a really constructive and
lively role, we must lessen the burdens

and uncertainties which a 2-year term

makes inevitable.

Opponents of this amendment contend

that a 2-year term must be maintained

“in order to keep Congress close to the
people. I grant this is an important point.
In fact, it is the one unquestiohed bene-
At of the present 2-year cycle.

The amendment I propose would guar-
antee a congressional election every 2
years, so that we would not Jose the off-
vear mandate. It is important to preserve
a channel of expression of public opinion
in off years, and we can do that by hav-
ing half of each State’s delegation clected
in alternate biennial elections.

Thus, we can still give the people the
opportunity to express approval or dis-
approval every 2 years, while establish-
ing a 4-year tenure for Members of this
House.

I am also convinced that the 4-year
term would give the electorate a chance
to maintain better prespective in mak-
ing decisions at the polls. The congress-
man’s record during a longer term would
be easier to analyze and evaluate.

There would be far less chance of elec-
tions being decided on the basis of some
temporary emotional flare-up over a mo-
mentary issue. Such flare-ups would be
more likely to cool off in 4 years, leaving
more room for reasonable, thoughtful
judgments. :

T certainly respect and honor the right
of any individual to vote agginst me, but
I would like to have his vote based on
my record, not on an issue distorted by
emotion.

Mr. Speaker, my experience convinces
me that the voters’ interests—hence, the
national interest—are being comprom-
ised because Members of this House are
increasingly overburdened with the tir-
ing, time-consuming and expensive busi-
ness of fighting for office every 2 years.

The problem will become more critical
as our Nation’s population increases, and
our domestic and international problems
become more complex. We can wait no
longer tn make this vital change.

gt D
ISRAEL AMBASSADOR HARMAN
CALLS FOR ARAB CHANGE OF

POLIY TO INSURE PEACE IN NA-
TIONAL PRESS CLUB ADDRESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. AL~
BERT) . Under previous order of the House
the gen'leman from Ohio [Mr. FeIcHAN]
is recognized for 15 minutes.

Mr. FEIGHAN. Mr. Speaker, it was my
privilegs today to be an invited guest at
the head table at the National Press Club
luncheon to hear s very stimulating ad-
dress b Ambassador Avraham Harman
of Israel.

The smbassador, in his prepared text,
stated:

The road to peace in the Middle East 1s
the sam? road as for peace in the world—it
is the :oad of harmony in diversity—the
gearch for common consfructive interests.

Before a crowd of 300 members, Na-
tional F'ress Club president, Mr. L. David
1eRoy, Capitol Elill correspondent for the
U.S. News & World Report, conducted a
questiol and answer period which elic-
ited ne'wsworthy answers which revealed
for the first time that the Government of
Israel has already officially notified the
Government of the United States that it
will incemnify the United States for the
losses fustained by the unfortunate at-
tack or. the U.8.8. Liberty; that on the
day thet the city of Jerusalem was uni-
fied, Prime Minister Eshkol had in his
office a representative of every faith that
has a lioly place in Jerusalem. On that
first day Prime Minister Eshkol informed
these representatives that the Israel
Ctoverr ment wanted each and every rep-
resentstive of the faiths to supervise
their o'vn holy place.

Under leave granted, I include the ad-
dress of Ambassador Harman:

ADDRESS BY AMBASSADOR AVRAHAM HARMAN OF
TsrAE, BEFORE THE NaTIONAL PRESS CLUB,
WasSHINGRON, D.C., JurLy 18, 1867
It is ;0 the root causes of the situation in

the Middle East that world statesmanship

must address itself at the present time. The
goal of peace and stability in the Middle

Fast rejdon cannot be attained by an artifi-

cial ani unrealistic attempt to move back-

wards so belligerency. If the Middle East
is to "e insulated from the prospect of
further danger to its own peoples and the
world, It must move forward to a durable
peace lmsed on the mutual recognition hy

2]l the States in the area of their right to

exist and the replacement of belligerence by

genuin«e peaceful co-existence.

The 0ot causes to which the world must
address itself are:

(1) “"he refusezl by the Arab States to ac-
knowleige the existence of Israel, except for
the puspose of seeking to eliminate 1t.

(2) "he refusal, therefore, by the Arab
States 0 move the armistice system forward
{0 peace as the Armlistice Agreements specifi-
cally provided.

(3) ""he assertion by the Arab States of
the rights of belligerence contrary to the
Armist ce Agreements, the resolutions of the
Security Council and the Charter of the
United Nations.

This assertion of belligerence results in
{the warlike acts: the blockade of the Suez
Canal and the Straits of Tiran to Israel
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shipping. Similarly it led to a diplomatic
and economic offensive agalnst Israel.

(4) In pursuance of the. doctrine of bel-
ligerence the Arab States, particularly since
1955, embarked on an arms race at the
expense of the economic welfare of their
people.

(5) Since 1964 the real discussion In the
Arab world was between the doctrine of a
continuous day-to-day military confronta-
tion with Israel of a guerrilla commando
type, the doctrine of gathering strength
necessary for the knockout blow agalnst
Israel. The discussion centered on method
and not on aims.

(8) The use, or rather the abuse, of :the
Arab refugee problem as a political instru-
ment in the war against Israel and the
blocking of every serious proposal for dealing
with the Arab refugee problem on a humani-
tarian basis. -

‘These policies culminated in the action
taken by the United Arab Republic between
May 14 and June 5, 1967. These actlons re-
moved the three pillars upon which the rela-
tive quiescence of the Middle East rested
during the ten year period 1957-1967. These
pillars were: :

First, unrestricted freedom of passage
through the Straits of Tiran;

Second, the virtual demilitarization of the
sinai Peninsula.and the avoldance of a con-
frontation between Egyptlan and Israeli
forces on the Sinal border;

Third, the insulation of the Gaza Strip
from wuse for the purposes of commando
ralds against Israel, with the use of the
United Nations Emergency Force as the
symbol for this.

After the 14th of May events developed
rapidly. The United Nations Emergency Force
was peremptorily withdrawn at the Unifed
Arab Republic’s request, massive Egyptian
forces were building up on the Egyptian
border, the Straits of Tiran were blocked
and UNEF position oh the Gaza Strip border
were taken over by the Falestine Idiberation
Army.

The real Issue now before the United
Natlons 1s whether there can be an ac-
quiescence in the assertion by Member States
of the rights and practices of belligerence.
The road to progress in the future depends
upon the immediate application of the Char-
ter for the demand that this assertion and
the practices emanating from it must cease
without delay.

Insufficient attention has been pald to an-
other grave consequence of the Arab posi-
tion during the past 18 years. A principle
vietim of the doctrine of non-recognition
of Israel and of the policy of hostility and
belligerence has been the absence of any
regional Middie Eastern organization or de-
velopment. While the heavy emphasis on the
arms race has diverted vital resources from
economic development to war preparations
on the part of the Arab countries, it has
equally blocked the vitally needed effort to
develop regional projects for the effective
use of water, planning of communications,
the movement of trade and the growth of
international travel and tourism. Thus, the
people of the area have been doubly de-
prived. There has been a diversion of re-
sources from development to military ex-
pansion and a denial of the numerous ad-
vantages that would result from effective
regional cooperation in all areas. The princi-
pal suffers from this pclicy have been the
Arab refugees whose economic integration
into the area would otherwise have been
speedily possible.

It is this analysis of the past 19 years
which must point the way to the course
to be followed In the future, The States of
the Middle East must take their destiny into
their own hands and consult the interests of
their own peoples. It is not enough for an
Egyptian newspaper to say that it was a
tactical propaganda mistake for the Arabs
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to proclaim the goal of Israel’s elimination.
What is needed is a change of policy. It is not
enough for an Arab State to take the tactical
position that an Israeli withdrawal must first
be attempted by political means before mili-
tary means are used. What is needed is an
affirmative decision to withdraw from the
doctrine and practice of belligerency, and to
view the future of the Middle East and of its
peoples in terms of positive cooperation, The
road to peace in the Middle East Is the same
road as for peace in the world—it Is the road
of harmony in diversity—the search for com-,
mon constructive interests.

This is the view which Israel has been
pressing and will continue to advance as a
policy for the solution of the problems of our
area. This is what is heeded by the peoples
of the Middle East. This is the effective con-
tribution which the Middle East as a whole
can make to the peace of the world.

Finally, a word about the Israel doctrine
of direct negotiations, It is sald that this is
unrealistic. The record is that the only prog-
. ress that has ever been made in the Arab-
Israel situation has been the product of di-
rect Arab-Israel talks. The further record is
that where a body has been Iinterposed be-
tween the Arab States and Israel, the Arabs
have used that body not in order to create a
link but in order to perpetuate an absence of
communication. If it is agreed that the
Charter calls for the pacific settlement of
disputes between States, the practice of di-
rect negotiations is not only not unrealistic—
it is the only certain and effective method
for progress.

(Mr. DINGELL (at the request of Mr.
Cuarres H, Wirson) was granted per-
mission to extend his remarks at this
point in the Recorp and to include ex-
traneous matter.) i

[Mr, DINGELL’S remarks will appear
hereafter in the Appendix.]

THE JEWISH STAKE IN VIETNAM

(Mr. MULTER (at the request of Mr.
CHARLES H, WILsoN) was granted permis-
sion to extend his remarks at this point
in the Recorp and to include extraneous
matter.)

Mr. MULTER. Mr. Speaker, the Jewish
stake in Vietnam is a very vital one, for
wherever communism gains control, the
Jew is denied his religious freedom and
in effect his existence as a spiritual hu-
man being.

Meir Kahane, chairman of the Ameri-
can Jewish Friends of Vietham, has writ-
ten a thorough and informative series
entitled “The Jewish Stake in Vietnam.”

I commend to the attention of our col-
leagues Mr. Kahane's series, which ap-
peared in the Jewish Press from April 7
to June 2, 1947.

The series follows:

THE JEWISH STAKE IN VIEINAM
(By Meir Kahane)

(United States forces are today fighting in
Vietnam to check Communist aggression. All
Americans have a stake in this grim war but
Jews have a very speclal interest in the suc-
cessful  outcome of +this struggle. For,
wherever the Communist machine achieves
power, not only are political, social and eco-
nomlc rights swept away, but spiritual perse-
cution is inevitably and mercllessly practiced.
Because of this, 1t is vital that the Jew realize
the danger to his very survival as a free
human being should Communism ever
achieve victory., The Jewish Press, in Iline
. with its policy of alerting America to the
dangers of totalitarianism from Right and
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Left, is beginning a comprehensive series on
The Struggle For Freedom In Vietnam. The
writer of the series, aside from being a reg-
ular contributor to the Jewish Press, is also
chalrman of the American Jewish Friends of
Vietnam and an expert on Communist threats
to democracy and religlous freedom.}

RELIGION IN VIETNAM

As in the case of Korea, the most vigorous
and unified religious group In the state of
Vietnam was that of the Christians, the Cath-
olics in particular. In an Aslan country, they
made up 2,400,000 people of a total popula-
tion of 25,000,000 prior to the divislon of the
country in 1954. This was almost 10% of the
total and made Vietnam the Asian state with
the second largest population of Catholics.

Because of this, the Viethamese Commu-
nists moved slowly and carefully. In line with
the general policy of Ho Chi Minh, which
was to soft-pedal his true aims so long as he
had need of the non-communist forces in the
fight against the French, Catholics were not
treated harshly. As the communists consoli-
dated their power, however, things began to
change.

During the struggle for Independence
agalnst the French, there were at least two
incidents of violent massacres perpetrated by
the Communists against Catholic villages in
Thail Binh province in the Red River Delta.
It was reported at Cao Mal, 180 Catholics,
including women and children, were burned
to death in the village church after the
French refused to surrender.

In 1951, as the fighting against the French
grew In intensity, a certain irrigation net-
work was severely damaged by French bombs,
The Communists, in this period of time, were
engaged in a double war. The first was
against the French colonial reglme. In this,
they were hardly the only Vietnamese group
struggling for freedom. There were numer-
ous other nationalists who sought independ-
ence also and they were persuaded by Ho
Chi Minh to join with the Reds in a united
front to be known as the Vietminh. In this
framework, Ho fought his second war—to
eliminate the strongest forces within the
non-communlist groups. With the French
bombing, Ho saw a great opportunity to ac<
complish a major part of his second aim.
Claiming that the bombing was a result of a
“conspiracy by traitors” the Communists
singled out their most feared rivals in every
province. Among them were the most sen-
lor Buddhist monk, the Catholic Bishop
and the most influential Confuclanist. Pub-
lic trial were held during which the defend-

ants were allowed no counsel. There were

only “defenders” who demanhded severe
punishment for these “ring leaders.”

Hoang Van Chi was a non-communist
member of the Viet Minh, He believed the
Communists at first and he saw the trials,
IHe described them in part as follows:

“Trials were public which meant they were
attended by delegations of party members,
ohe from the villagers’ and another from
workers' organizations. The delegates were
granted at least two weeks to memorize all
the slogans they would be required to
shout...” :

THE GENEVA AGREEMENT

The Catholics realized what the Com-
munist had in store for them. Thus, when
the fighting hetween the Viet Minh and the
French came to an end within the signing
of the Geneva Agreement in 1954 and Vieg-
nam was t0 be divided into North and South
at the 17th parallel, the Catholics knew what
they had to do.

Under Article 14d of the Agreement, all
civilians who wished to move from one zone
to another were given 300 days to do so,
from July 22, 19564 to May 1955. The Com-
munists agreed to this,. little realizing what
would happen. To the chagrin of the Reds,
818,131 refugees requested to be transferred
to the South while only 4,792 asked to be
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moved North. It was a crushing propaganda
blow to the Communists as the refugees—
mainly Catholics escaping religious persecu-
tign—chose freedom over Red tyranny.

The Communists now used all means avail-
able to prevent the departures, Ba-Lang, a
Catholic village in Thanh-Hoa province
served as a departure point for refugees go-
ing South. On Jan. 20, 1955, 700 youths were
arrested and taken away; their final destina-
tlon was never disclosed. Four other youths
were executed on the spot and seven persons,
including one woman, were given life terms
for opting for freedom. On Jan. 25, 1955,
Vint Minh troops killed 12 villagers in the
town of Luu-My. The bishopric of Phat-Diem
was blockaded for weeks in an attempt to
dissuade villagers from leaving for the South.

Many people were arrested for advocating
evacuation. They were tried by People’s
Courts and either sentenced to forced labor
or sent to concentration camps. Still another
device was the creation of the movement
called “training to foil the intrigues of the
propagandists for the exodus toward the
South.” These were entrusted with:

1) Preventing the sale of real estate, live-
stock, rice fields belonging to emigrants;

2) Inciting inhabitants to refuse hospi-
tality, ferry-crossings and truck and barge
transportation to departing people; '

3) Encouraging inhabitants to spy on each
other and to denounce all attempts to es-
cape;

4) Dispersing those who want to contact
the ICC (The International Control Com-
mission whose job i1t was to supervise the
carrying out of the Agreements’ provisions-
ed.)

5) Outwitting the ICC teams whenever
possible;

6) Arresting suspects, leaders, petitioners
and taking action against them for imagi-
nary crimes;

7) Increasing the obstacles In the process
of issuing permits,

A radio dispateh from Hanoi at the time
showed all too clearly how the Communist
cadres and the Red authorities were moving
heaven and earth to prevent communication
between the Catholic masses and the priests:

“One hundred and eighteen priests are
held prisoners by the Communist Vietminh,
according to mission authorities in Vietnam.
Their information is delayed; perhaps incom-
plete. It is possible that some of the priests
are dead. The Geneva Agreement calls for
the release of all civilian as well as military
prisoners by August 20.

‘‘One hundred and two priest-prisoners are
Vietnamese; one is a Laotian; 15 are for-
eigners . . .

“In the Vietminh areas, priests not im-
prisoned are restricted in their movements:
They are usually confined to one village,
sometimes to just the church premises.

“Of the four Bishops in the Vietminh area
at the time of the cease fire none is free.
One is imprisoned and the other three have
been removed from their residences and ~
virtually interned ...”

The reason for the mass exodus of Catho-
lics was stark and simple: Religlous perse-
cution, In particular, there was involved the
fate of Catholic children who were not only
barred in all ways from meaningful religious
education but who were taught to despise
their religion in the schools. Thus, accord-
ing to the National Catholic Welfare Con-
ference’s, ‘Terror In Vietnam’:

“The Communist Vietminh oblige Catho-
lies to attend classes in atheism. They forbid
the teaching of catechism to Catholic chil-
dren ... Communists from other places con-
duct classes that all must attend . . . The
instructors call the Mass a ‘joke’ and deny
the existence of G-d, heaven and hell , , .
If you refuse to take notes or to agree with
the instructors during discussions you are
“reactionary.” The Catholic primary school
was the only one in the district, The Viet-
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minh took it over and teach the children
straight Marxism. . . .”

- Little wonder that over 800,000 people de-
fled the Communists and :endured all man-
ner of pressure and torture for the sake of
{reedom. One particular village stands as a
stark example of this. It was the village of
Thuong Phuc in the Thai Binh province
and we will tell its story next week, please
G-d.

[From the Jewish Press, Apr. 14, 1967]
THE JEWISH STAKE IN VIETNAM
(By Meir Kahane)

THUONG PRUC

The Geneva Agreement:had provided for
free and unfettered emigration from either
zone. According to Article 14d:

““From the date of entry into forc: of the
present agreement until the movement of
troops is completed, any -civilians, residing
in a district controlled by one party, who
wish.to go and live in a zone assigned to
the cther party, shall be permitted and
helped to do so by the authorxties in that
district.”

The right of option Was to last for 300
days, from July 22, 1954 to May, 1955. The
story of the Catholic village of Thuong
Phuc is an example of fhe sanctity of a
Communist promise, especzally as it relates
to religious freedom.

LIFE UNDER THE VIETMINH

The three thousand Ca{;holics of Thuong
Phuc had lived under Vigtminh (Commu-
nist) rule since April, 1952 From the start
the Red regime had shown what they might
expect under the Marxist ‘banner. They ar-
rested the assistant priest, Father Dominic
Khang, twice. He had to leave in May 1853.
The parish priest, hlmself, was not allowed
to attend sick calls cutside the village. The
dying could receive Cat;holic Sacraments
only if they were carried across country to
the church. In order to ‘attend Mass one
had to be issued a pass by‘, the Communists.
At all meetings, Bishops ;and priests were
scornfully attacked.

When news of the Geneva Agreement was
received the people reacted joyfully. Here was
thelr opportunity to flee tyranny and worship
as they wished. Taking advantage of the
Agreement they informe(:l the authorities
that they intended to exer‘cise their right to
emigration. It was planned to leave after
7 o’clock Mass August 15. :

As the thousands gathered outside the
church Communist cadres ordered them to
walt for a meeting. For gver an hour, the
Vietminh harangued them, using all possible
arguments to dissuade them from departing.

The people were unimpressed and unbend-
ing. They had made up their minds and they
had chosen freedom. They went home, got
their little bundles and set out with their
priest, Father Thiep, at the head of the col-
umn. Men, women and children trudged down
the road, every step taking them closer to
freedom. .

THE FIRST ATTEMPT

A short distance from thé main village, the
marchers stopped short. There, barring the
road, were 500 armed Vietminh soldiers wait-
ing for them. Dominic Tap, 58 years old, was
beaten with guns. Elevenn other men were
thrown to the ground and ‘their arms bound
tightly behind them. The pnest was marched
back to the village under armed guard.

The people looked at each other. What
should they do now? About one thousand of
the villagers turned and walked slowly back
to the tyranny that would be their lot. The
rest decided to go on.

After awhile, the Vietminh, realizing that
the International Control Commission which
had been set up to supervxse the free move-
ment of refugees, knew about the villages
choice, had to unbind thes eleven prisoners.
‘The column, smaller than before moved on.

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSE

MORE OBSTACLES

For the next four days, the column of
mun, women and children was harassed by
th: Commuaists. They struggled on against
threats and of violence.

‘Twice armed soldiers tried to stop them.

At a former French outpost guards put a
babed wire barrier across the road to pre-
veat them from passing. They left the road
ani pushed into the flooded rice fields to by-
pasis the barrier. Even women, carrying in-
fairts over their heads, went through the
breast-high water.
W.ieh they reached Vannam, they sought
out the ferryman to carry them across the
river. The Vietminh intervened and forbade
tho boatman to do so. At this, some turned
ba:k, The rest continued on foot to Ninh
Giing where they were able to hire boats.

'Chey were across the river and within
ret.ch " of their goal. For here were motor
velilcles going to Haiduong in Free Vietnam.
They eagerly began to pay their fare and
abyut 200 succeeded in getting on the
vellicles before the Communists suddenly
apeared and forbade the rest to get on.

THE LAST PART

‘'Fhiere were only about 600 left now. These
set out on foot toward Dienan. There was the
bo indary line, the divider between freedom
ani tyranny. Theré “Was only .qne obstacle.
The boundary was a river—a wide river: .

‘When they arrived, the Communists were
walting. They had already forbidden the
boatman to take any of them. The refugees
were forced to spend the next two nights on
the river bank.

1ive Vietminh now appeared and at-
terapted, through all means, to persuade
thimm to return to their village. One threat-
enad to take away the bables from their
mc thers. The refugees stood firm.

IPather Khang, the former assistant priest,
who was now in a refugee camp nearby in
the free zone across the river, heard of the
plizht of his former parishioners. He tried

" deiperately to find means to get the people

July 18, 1967

. Chinh, former Secretary General of the Viet-
namese Communist Party and Vice. Prem:er
of North Vietnam:

“The aim of the present revolution is that
the entire people . . . should thoroughly
absorb the Sociallst (l.e. Communist) ideol-
ogy, that they should abandon their previous
outlook on life and on the world and replace
it with a Marxist viewpoint.”

" [From the Jewish Press, Apr. 21, 1067]
THE JEWISH STAKE IN VIETNAM
(By Meir Kahane)
VIETNAM AND ISRAEL

Readers of the Christian Science Monitor
of March 29, 1967 were startled to find in its
“Focus on Middle East,” the following item:

“There’s more Middle East lialson between
the Viet Cong and the Palestine Liberation
Organization (PLO) of Ahmed Shukairy.

“The Cairo Mission of the Viet Cong (Viet-
nam National Liberation Front) is the largest
and most active In the area. Its members
have met with Palestinian Arabs to arrange
for combat training in North Vletnam for
Shukairy followers.

“A first contingent of PLO men has already
returned to bases in Syria from training in
Communist China. And the latest develop-
ment is agreement for a Viet Cong mission in
Syria, main base of PLO activity against
Israel.

\%ta,rtlmg to many, it is true, and undoubt-
edly .upsetting to those circles which tend
to pamt the Viet Cong as a hapless and
harassed group seeking to bring agrarian rev-
olution and reform to South Vietnam which
is under g military dictatorship and feudal
heel. :

There ié certainly little doubt that it must

have cauged some soul searching among those

Jewlish gircles—American Jewish Congress in

particujar--who have rejected the morality

of thes/United States presence in the battle
etnam’s freedom and called for a non-
rocal halt to bambing of the North and
cognition of this very same Viet Cong as

acloss but could only find one row-bo }J‘f a legitimate party and its inclusion in a

which he brought by truck to the river,

On the raorning of Augusther
Krang and his helpers st ferrying
refugees over but only a,ﬁkm);rrx could fit in
thisboat at a time. It wds only after the third
crcssing  that large boats appeared
wkich carrigd“the rest of the people to
fresdom.

"ChisAvas the story of a village of pecple
wkodought to worship in their particular
way. Let 1t be remembered that only 600 of
tHs origma,l 3,000 found freedom. The rest

etaained behind, forced by threats, coercion
ani force. They were not the only ones to
rerjaln behind against their will. Stories of
viclence and pressure against refugees are
toc, numerous to mention. The Red regime
in Hanol was determined, not only to crush
el.gion, but to prevent its adherents from
ding a refuge.
RELIGION TODAY

‘fo religious in Vietnam today 1s to
suifer all Yhe excesses of Marxism. The usual
puapet "pa.ti'iq\tic” church has been set up
according to Gerard Tongas, “to be a party
to all the exactions of the regime of whom
they are servants, and partciularly to attempt
to prove that Catholicism and Communism
cai form an excellent marriage.”

“"he real position of the Church, however,
is dlescribed by the late expert on Vietham
Be mard Fall who wrote:

‘ (Recent policies include) arrest of priests
and the faithful, confiscation of church
property, intsrdiction of correspondence with
chiur¢h authorities located outside the terri-
tory of the Republic, excessive taxation of
church land and buildings, etc.”

In a word, what North Vietnam alms at
doing to its own people and those of South
_Vietnam should it ever succeed in defeating
us may he gathered from the words of Trucng

coalition government in Saigon.

It has not been so startling, however, to
the hard core experts on Vietham, who have
recognized from the beginning that the
Peking-Hanoi axis includes the Vietcong in
its bitter determination to spread totali-
tarian Communism throughout Asia and
which has offered countless examples of its
refusal to recognize not only the government
of Israel but the very right of existence of
the Jewish State.

NOT A NEW DEVELOPMENT

The romance between the Arabs, under the
Jew-hater Ahmed Shukairy, and the Viet
Cong is part of a close liaison between the
Arab and the Chinese Communists (This
attachment was touched upon in previous
articles in the Jewlsh Press).

It deserves a little closer study. -

As early as October, 1964, Shukairy had de-
clared in Pamascus that “since the doors of
the West are closed ito us’ he would send
delegations to Moscow and Peking for help
to his Palestine Liberation Organization.

These were not empty words since in May
of that year Soviet Premier Nikita Khrush-
chev had already assured Russian support
for a “Just solution of the Palestine problem"
(one, of course, needs little imagination to
discover Just what “just” means).

Unfortunately, for Shukairy,  however,
Russian support was limited, for the most
part, to declarations. It Is true that Soviet

arms were reaching-the PLO but they were.

not new arms nor were they being sent di-
rectly by the Soviet to Shukairi. Most of the
weapons were being supplied to the Pales-
tinians by Presidents Nasser and ' Aref of
Egypt and Iraq, respectively, and these were
being withdrawn from their stockpiles of
Soviet arms as Moscow sent newer types.
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